Among the main venues to which the intellectuals and creative minds from its whereabouts dedicate their affection is the Arts Institute. The nostalgic ones, who are most zealous of their memories and less attentive to the modernization of designations, still call it Fine Arts Institute, a notorious authority in Music, Visual Arts and Drama schooling in Undergraduate and Graduate levels in the state of Rio Grande do Sul. Its face is its main building, the aged "prédio do Belas-Artes" [The Fine Arts Building], which has interestingly become a symbol for the everyday bystanders who know it. Many believe that in its facade advanced in years one may perceive the definitive image of its birth certificate. However, that is not likely.
That is a symbolic assumption. The building is even older than it looks. We cannot peer into its body.
Its administration and most of its activities are allocated in the Arts Institute's main building, a centenary institution, established in 1908. Its administrative headquarters is comprised of a building that was finished in the beginning of the 40's and is nowadays a part of our urban memory. It has a ground floor and eight floors, and it is situated next to the east end of downtown Porto Alegre (a region which, along with its adjacencies, still preserves some important buildings regarding the city's history). The building is neighbor to other buildings aged more or less the same, spaced tightly in a moderately narrow pathway on a hill at Senhor dos Passos St.
Because of its special urban situation and thanks to the search of Modernity would begin suffering its most significant changes in the 80's, for --as aforementioned --its arrival had been late here, and it had already been filtered and neutralized by a market and consumers who were after more traditional ways of expression.
The local art system was changed significantly as it tried to keep up to date with the updating of the international movements from that decade, and most of these changes came from the Arts Institute itself (p. 122).
In the end, the book still offers a most welcome chronology pictures. Many indeed -more than 150 images, all printed in color, except for historical documental photographs, including scenes from some events. The visual production of most artist teachers is represented. We say "most" because, unfortunately, we were not able to publish all of them -but what is missing may be completed in the future, in a possible second edition. The Arts Institute has an ongoing editorial production and new publications shall come in the wake of the daily life from the beginning of this second centenary. 
CAPTIONS OF ILLUSTRATIONS
The images in this article can be viewed in the version in Portuguese. 
